The Infrastructure Project, EUPRIM-Net

The Europsan Primate MNerwork, EUPRIN-Met, iz a
project supported by the Evropesn Union (E.U.) that coa-
nects eight Europesn primate cenfers from six counmfries:
Grear Brimin Frawce, Insly, Sweden the Metherlands, and
Germany. The project links the centers into a network
and facilitates 3 nmimal wse of existing know-how and
resources. EUPRIM-Met provides the condinons for ex-
cellent animal welfare and a framework in which re-
saarch, as well as primate busbandry and breeding, is op-
timized. The different tasks of the project are divided mio
three catepories: Network Acmviier, dccgss Acrivities and
Razearch Activites. Witk the different projects witkin
these acovites, EUFRIM-IVet makes an active cowTiba-
tion o the 3E concept: Fefinement, Reduction and Fe-
placement.

The first project period, supported with 4.77 million
Euros fom the EU, smrted in Aprdl, 2006, snd spans
four vears. It was initiated by the Director of the German
Primate Center (DPFZ), Prof Stefan Trene, who is now
coordinating the project. Besides the tasks and goals de-
scribed below, the project expects to affiliate with addi-
tional suitable Europsan metinres workmg with primatres
1o expand the nemwrork aed o sustain it infrastucnoes.

Natwark Acrivities focus on the waming and education
of the techiecsl and scientific personnel of the eight par-
ner mstmites, a5 well a5 persons of other msdmoons in-
terested in the biology and bushandry of primates. In a
sat of workshops and courses by wvited mtemational ex-
perts, knowledge about the morphology, physielozy and
behavior of primates, as well as abour ecological aspects
of primarzlogy. is conveyed o the scisurific commumniny.

Another network actvity is concerned with positive
reinforcement fraimng of primates. The exisong koowl-
adze of the eight parmers is gathersd and bundled mio
saveral workshops in order to subsaguently dizssminats it
in courses for the techmical apd scienfific personne] at the
primste centers involved. In this way, the positive rein-
forcement technigue will be propagated 2z a standard for
the daily rounpe in handling primates.

Opimmizaoon and stepdardizatdon in promate bos-
bandry is the theme of another workshop seres. Here
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sperial amtendon is pald o health monitoring of primates,
especially o finding and establishivg smodardized re-
search methods for mowdtoring infectons by different
viruses, bacteria, and parasites.

Within the scope of dccezs demwiies, 3 database
provides Europesn researchers with easy access fo a
range of hiological matenals of differsnt noohuman
primate species on the EUPRIM-Met Wehsite at
“www.muprim-net ew>  The collecton includes fized
znd frozen nssue, semon and blood samples, as well as a
larze pool of geps (DMA, F2A cDMA) and zxmere sam-
ples. In this way, the dismibuton of marerial samples for
resexrch purpeses can be coordinsted efficiently.

Within  the different Research dcindiigs, the eight
European insmmtes will conmritute their expertise m bio-
logical spd biomedical research on primates.  Joint re-
saarch projects will provide a basis for the opimizatoon
znd standardizaton of primate hosbandry and breeding oo
the kighest lavel as wall as dizease diagnostcs and meat-
ment.

All of the nefwork’s activide: contmbate to the 3F-
concept — Fefinement, Feducion and Feplacemsnt

+ FRefinement in snimal walfare 15 achisved by im-
proving and standardizing methods and techniques
used in primate research across Europe, as well az
by acmwities foruzing on the viral and mucrobisl
grates and the genenc profiles of the primates.

¢ FReduction of the number of animsls needed for 2
given scienfific project can be mer throngh an im-
proved characterization snd selectiion of anirmals.

#  The central datzbase on the project Website, which
gives an averview of availability spd provides ac-
cess to material banks, permits Replacement of
zome live animals by stored daea and specimens.

Aore information sbour EUFRIM-TFer and it differ-
enf activities can be found at <www. suprim-n=t  =u®; or
conract Frof Srefan Trene (Project Coordinater) or Dr
Imes Lemn (Project Manmgement) at EUPFIN-IVet
German Frimate Cepter (DPZ), Kellnerweg 4, D-37077
Gomingen, Germary [e-mail: eupromidaps.eu].
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Grants Available: ASP General Research Small Grants

The American sociefy of Primstolegists mvites pro-
posals for general research projects, with preference given
1o waining inrfiztves, star-up fumds, supplementary fund-
inz for smdents, snd innovadons in animal care and re-
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search techoology. Award swounts range fom 3500
t 51500, and will be for a period of ooe vear. Ses
“www . asp.org/grants/SmallGrants fASFSmall
GrantZ007.html> The deadline for applications I=

Apml 30, 2007



