European Primate Network

EUPRIM-Net — A network coordinated by the German Primate
Center focusing on spedialized infrastructures and procedures
for biological and biomedical research

ow ciotely are primates and humans

bislogically related! The genetic similar-

ity of non-human primates and humzans
is the cause of their resemblance in physi-
ognomy and behaviour, in their organ sys-
tem functions. and their nervous systems.
Understanding the biclogy of primares helps
us to understand our own biology and has
important mmplications for human medicine,
Primate research provides insight into socio-
biokogical svelution and behaviour and pro-
¥ides" models for rescarch In genomics and
biorechnology for health,

The successful development of new strat-

egies against infecuous (e HIV, hsparits,

énd malaria). neurclogical (wg Alcheimer's
or Parkinson Disesse) and membolic dis-
eases (e dizbetes) in humans depends on
the avzilability of living animals or biological
material with primate origin. Thiz also holds
true for the development of new therzpeutics
{vaccines, gene therapy) and transplan@tion
research. For that reason non-human primaces
play 2 currently irreplaceable role in biological
and biomedical research.

Breeding of primates and primate research
has 1o be done under high ethical standards
and i therefore carried oit in appropri-
ately eguipped fcilites. Mow, the BU funded
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EUPRIM-MNet . links eight - Eurspean primate
centres in order to combine their wids range

of biological and biomedical BED activities,

their extensive knawledge and infrastructure
resources, s well as their salid experfence in
primate housing and breeding,

The first project period started in April this
year and spans four years, |t was initiated by
the Director of the German Primate Center
(DPZ), Prof. Stefan Treue, who now cosrdi-
nates the project. Since the: DPZ is unigue in
Germany and is the only Eurcpean primate
centre that combines service with = Broad
range of research, the centre is of very high
international significance. Its profound experi-
ence In service as well as biological and bic-
medical reszarch with primates is the basis far
its' central rofe in EUPRIM-Net

EUFRIM-Net creates ‘a wvirtual European
Primate Centre for internationally competitve
state-of-the-art research and offers European
scientists easy access to excellent infrastruc-
tures and services: The neowork will imorove
basic and applied biclogical and biemedical
research with primates effectively

All of the necwerk’s activities contribute 1o
the JR:concept - Refinement, Reduction and
Replacementc

* Refinement in animal welfare is: achizved
by improving and standardising methods and
techniques used in primate research scross
Europe as well as by activities focusing an
the viral and microbacterial stare znd he
genetic profile of the primates.

* Reduction of the number of animals nesd-
ed for a given scientific project can be met
through an improved characterisazion and
selection of animals,

* A central datzbase on the project websis
giving an overview of availability 2nd provid-
ing access o material banks supports the
Replacement of the use of additional ori-
mates.

Primarily scheduled for four years, it i intend-
ed to gxpand the necwork to include sven
more partners and o exhibit 2 susmined
effect on its infrastructures,

See the project website for more
information: www.euprim-net.eu
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